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POLISH COMMUNITY IN THE DAILY PRACTICE

OF SOVIET CITIES: INTEGRATION STRATEGIES
AND IDENTITY PRESERVATION (ON THE EXAMPLE
OF THE DNIPROPETROVSK REGION 1953-1985)

The Polish community in the Dnipropetrovsk region has a long history, however, and
little studied in comparison with other regions of Ukraine. Poles who migrated to the Eastern
Territories of Ukraine are mostly large land magnates, engineering and technical personnel,
and ordinary workers, and after the Second World War — Poles who were victims of forced
relocations, or entered military service.

The Polish community that was formed in 1953 was heterogeneous, and was completely
transformed. Getting into the cities and villages of the Dnipropetrovsk region, the Poles were
quickly assimilation, and experienced total Russification (in the villages mostly Ukrainiza-
tion). The Soviet government has done everything possible to close the Polish community
access to churches that have been closed since 1948, and handed over to the use of city
councils. However, rarely, but still partially, the Poles managed to instill their customs or
culture in local residents, which certainly influenced their self-awareness and lifestyle changes.

The cities where the Poles lived most of all became Russian, and filled the city space
with newly arrived Russians to control the party apparatus on the ground, and ensure the
formation of the «Soviet Self» in the minds of the local population. The Poles who lived here
were the first to undergo the policies of this system — not a single newspaper, school, circle or
television was in Polish (before the war the Polish-language school was functioning) — which
was the first reasons for the gradual assimilation of the Polish community.

The Poles who lived in the villages — adapted to local life, most of them became «rela-
tives» according to the memories of the residents, and the rest, if possible, traveled to Poland,
or to the nearest cities.

Keywords: Poles, Dnipropetrovsk, Dneprodzerzhinsk, Kamianske, demographic
changes, population census, assimilation.

The Polish community in the Dnipropetrovsk region occupies a rather important
place in the history of the region. In contrast to the history of Western Ukraine, the
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Southern and Eastern regions were settled exclusively by Poles migrants who were sent
to work in Ukraine, partially deported from the Eastern territories of Poland, military, or
deported deeply to Eastern Russia, who managed to return as close as possible to «civiliza-
tiony. In general, the study is based on the materials of memories of the long-assimilated
Poles, as well as on materials of the Soviet censuses. Unfortunately, there is not a single
study that reveals the history of the Polish community in the Dnipropetrovsk region.

Even before the war in the Dnipropetrovsk region there were several regions in
which the Poles lived. This is Dnipropetrovsk (Katerynoslav) — mainly the left-bank part
of the city and its surroundings, Novomoskovsk — the district center near Dnipropetrovsk,
Kryvyi Rih, Pavlograd, Nikopol and Kamianske (Dniprodzerzhynsk — one of the largest
centers of the Polish population of the region)'. «...Samoilenko K. P. (Shtukalska) — Who
are you by nationality? — Ukrainian. — What is your education? — I went to school only
three years. — Where did you work?— I do not remember the period of German occupation,
Iwas small. When the occupation ended, we assisted our parents in the field. Only women
and the elderly remained after the war. They sowed fields, we helped with rakes. When
the war ended, I worked on a farm, looking after calves. Then I worked as a milkmaid,
and later on various jobs. — What was your parent’s name? — My father is Shtukalsky
Petro, his parents were Poles. My mother was Ukrainian, her name was Shevchenko
Harytyna, she was from the Poltava region... — And my dad’s parents were from the
Krakow Voivodeship, my great-grandmother used to say that, saying that they were
rich. They came here to buy land. They stayed here and died here...»*. This accurately
describes the fate of the Poles who moved to Eastern Ukraine in search of a better life.

According to the census of 1897, 12,365 people considered Polish as their mother
tongue in Katerynoslav Province: in Katerynoslav this share was 3.3 % (6686 people) of
the total population of the city, in Novomoskovsk — 0.5 % (76 people), in Pavlograd —2 %
(312 people), in Kamianske — 16.2 % (2736 people)’. On the other hand, in Kamianske
formed national city space artificially — by building a metallurgical plant here, which
was moved from Warsaw. The rest of the cities and towns were filled naturally by the
Polish minority from the second half of the 19th century, when the majority of Polish
landowners bought land in the south of Ukraine. After the end of the forced relocation,
the socio-professional structure of the Poles in Dnipropetrovsk region changed sig-
nificantly. In the cities there were farmers, unskilled engineers, and ordinary workers.
The Polish community had to develop its own culture and teach Polish children: «7he
situation was similar to the period of interwar life, with only one difference - the Poles
were not allowed into leadership positions»*.

After repression and forced exchanges of population for the Poles of Dnipropetro-
vsk, a period begins, which are mainly called the period of the Soviet «hidden» existence
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of the Polish community®. After Stalin’s death, the majority of the population, including
the Poles, hoped for a partial easing of the party’s policy on the existence of national
minorities on the territory of the USSR; however, already after the first decrees of the new
leadership, the hopes were not fulfilled. Beginning in the second half of the 1950s, two
branches of Poles could be distinguished in Dnipropetrovsk: 1) Poles who did not man-
age to leave the region were massively assimilated, thereby avoiding unnecessary ques-
tions to themselves and their family, 2) and those that continued to be called themselves
Poles are mostly «newly arrived specialists» from Poland, who were invited to work in
the Union under a contract. It was from these two groups that the Polish community of
Dnipropetrovsk consisted. In fact, such a distribution influenced their self-identification,
their way of life, and, in general, the separation of their «myself» in the Soviet society.

One of the largest centers of life of the Polish community in the Dnipropetrovsk
region was Kamianske (Dniprodzerzhinsk). According to the city census of 1913, 14,175
Poles lived in the city, which accounted for 57.9 % of the total city®. This was due to
the fact that at the end of the 19th century the Warsaw Construction Plant transferred its
equipment to Kamianske, where the city’s system developed and filled with workers of
Polish nationality, sent from Warsaw’. Later, however, a «city in the city» appeared in
the city: the Soviet government began the mass construction of a new working district
in Dniprodzerzhinsk, and already in the 1960s—1970s, a new town began to grow around
the Upper Colony (the former working settlement where mainly Poles lived — workers of
the Metallurgical Plant) — Sotsgorod (built exclusively in the Soviet style, the city quickly
absorbed the Gothic and classical architecture of Polish houses). The new Soviet city
became the face of Kamianske, but the Upper Colony slowly began to collapse (although
this did not prevent today being this part of the district and being called the Old Town).

In Dnipropetrovsk, the situation was similar. The majority of the Polish population
were workers of the largest factories in the region, so it was often the case that the work-
ers who were sent here by contract took their families with them, and created favorable
conditions for their life. In contrast to Dniprodzerzhinsk, in Dnipropetrovsk the Poles
failed to become one of the leading national groups of the city. Here, the city’s popula-
tion has always been divided between three nations: Ukrainians, Jews, Russians, but
according to the 1917 census, 14,959 people of Polish nationality lived in Katerynoslav,
which accounted for 6.9 % of the total population of the city®. In 1926, this figure was
already 5 823 people — 2.5 % of the total population of the city’.
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The rest of the cities — such as Kryvyi Rih, Pavlograd, Novomoskovsk and Niko-
pol had a small presence here of the Polish population, the figure ranged from 1.6 % to
2.2 % of the total population'®. However, the situation in these regions was interesting
because 60.6 % of Poles lived in villages, and not in cities. But such a factor caused
even greater assimilation of national minorities. After all, if in the city it was possible
to get at least some access to information, or to communicate with each other, while
in the village Polish families were isolated cases, and the only thing left for them was
assimilation, but Ukrainian-speaking, not Russian-speaking — how it is was inherent
for cities: «Did many people who came from the city stay in the village forever? — Yes,
many. The big families stayed here, the Shram s family from western Ukraine, they came
from Poland. — Did they quickly become «native»? We are all the people. We had twelve
nationalities in our village: Germans, Jews, Russians, Ukrainians, Tatars. But we have
always been friendly, no matter who you are? I also know, a long time ago, when there
were no collective farms, there were years when people went to our village to exchange
food, take our vegetables. This was probably before the revolution»''.

The greatest symbol of the Polish community of cities, of course, were religious
shrines. At the time of 1953-1986. in the area there were only three. Even before the
end of the war and in the early postwar years, the churches in Dnipropetrovsk and Dni-
prodzerzhinsk were forbidden, but could function in one way or another. In 1948, the
city government took away from the Polish community Catholic church of sv. Joseph
in Dnipropetrovsk, and signed a decree on the establishment of a public library there'2.
Subsequently, the church was reconstructed, virtually unrecognizable, and in 1950 opened
the School of higher sportsmanship there. Back in the early 1950s, the Catholics of the
city tried to prevent it and wrote letters and appeals to the city executive committee with
requests to return the building. Church of sv. Nicholas in Dniprodzerzhinsk was closed
in 1929, where from time to time various cultural and nomenclature organizations were
located there. There was also the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
in Yamburg (German colony in the village of Dniprove), closed in 1948 and destroyed
by order of the regional executive committee in 1986'3. There was no help with the PPR
for the Polish population, who had USSR citizenship. At that time there was a modest
network of diplomatic and consular missions in the Soviet Union (Moscow, Minsk,
Kyiv, Leningrad), and the Soviet authorities completely refused to engage in the life
of the Polish communities of the USSR, justifying this with constitutional guarantees
of civil rights for all, without using ethnic criteria. Another important sign was that
Dnipropetrovsk and Dniprodzerzhinsk were cities of the «closed space», in connection
with the deployment of space rockets'®. Because of its secrecy, the city, although not

10 BeecorosHast epenuch Hacenenust 1926 rona. HanmoHa bHBIM COCTAaB HACEICHHUS 110 PECITY-
6mukam CCCP. URL: http://demoscope.ru/weekly/ssp/ussr_nac_26.php?reg=4
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officially, was considered closed to foreign citizens, and all migration movements were
firmly controlled by the KGB.

After the closure of religious institutions began total assimilation of the population.
The lack of Polish-language schools, access to the church — there is a loss of language
and ethnic identity. All censuses since 1926 show a permanent decrease in the number
of Poles in the Dnipropetrovsk region'. But it should be noted that the Polish language
was not always a national sign, in fact, just like the Catholic religion. Before and after
the war, in the region from 1 % to 2.5 % of Poles lived, this figure gradually decreased'®.
Usually such a situation was caused by war, repression and forced relocations, however,
the fact that the majority of families had mixed marriages between the 70s and 80s and
communicated mainly in Russian-Ukrainian is not to be denied!”. In 1970, 6 686 people
of Polish nationality lived in the Dnipropetrovsk region (0.2 % of the total population
of the region), however, the population of the cities grew, and national minorities lost
their presence in the urban environment, and as of 1979 were 5 458 people lived in this
region (0.15 % of total population of the region)'s.

In the conditions of the new for the Poles of the Soviet society at the turn of the
50-60s, it was impossible to get used to everyday life. After all, the majority (Poles that
came to the Dnipropetrovsk region to work under a contract) faced this problem for the
first time — in the cities total Russification: «...even for us — Poles, who have lived here
for 20 years, it was difficult to get used to a new way of life. Our newspaper was taken
away, there were two Polish schools in the city — they took it away, the Russian language
was everywhere; in the school where my children studied— there was not even the Ukrain-
ian language, and all our efforts to somehow preserve our culture were unsuccessful »"°.
Looking through the press of the Dnipropetrovsk region, can really pay attention to one
important point. Regional publications were printed in two languages — Ukrainian and
Russian, «Whoever wants, then choose» (Could hear in most interviews, to the question
«Which press did you prefer?»)*, but even looking through the Russian-language and

doslidzhennya/2351-tetyana-portnova-tema-zakritogo-mista-v-istoriji-radyanskogo-dniprop-
etrovska-1950-80-kh-rokiv
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17 Kulischer E. M. Europe on the move. War and population changes 1917-47. New-York:
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ApxiB aBTOpA.

" The conclusions were made on the basis of all interviews collected in the Dnipropetrovsk
region as of July 2018. The age of the respondents ranged from 51 to 85 years. Most of the re-
spondents answered unanimously, some (respondents from cities, mostly to the East and South
from the Dnipro, stated that they read the Russian-language newspaper, and only residents of
villages and the city of Kamianske answered that they preferred the Ukrainian-language press,
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Ukrainian-language newspapers of the same publication, it was possible to find differ-
ences in articles, and indeed in the topics of publications. But the popular city press was
issued exclusively in Russian, and the newspaper of Dnipropetrovsk «Dnipro vechirnii»,
which resumed its release after the war only in 1970, issued the first three quarters of
the circulation in Ukrainian, the rest in Russian.

In the cities, it was easier for the newly arrived Poles to preserve their culture
and identity. Polish language in public space was limited to private conversations and
inscriptions on tombstones in Catholic cemeteries.

The majority of Polish families who came to the Dnipropetrovsk region were fa-
miliar with each other, and from time to time they communicated, maintaining friendly
relations: «If honestly, in Poland, too, the communists did not particularly perceive the
celebration of Christmas or Easter, but still, history cannot be eradicated to the end.
After arriving in the Dnipropetrovsk was very difficult. Most likely was difficult to adapt
to the city space, to citizens... But we were gathering together for the holidays, and were
supporting our former way of life...but then many of them left the Dnipro...mostly went
to Lithuania. At first they wrote letters to us, but later they stopped writing, one of them
died, and someone went to another place, so everything died down...»*.

The Poles who were invited to work in the region lived in houses for engineers —
mostly two- or three-story houses with apartments for several families. It was difficult
to adapt to life for women and children. At first, women were at home and engaged in
upbringing, but later most went to work in hospitals, kindergartens and schools. The
adaptation of children was also difficult, people had to hire teachers so that children could
learn Russian and communicate freely in school: «...we arrived in Dnepropetrovsk in
1958, my husband was sent to work in the Rocket Factory, I stayed permanently at home,
there was no work for me, besides who would hire me without a language. It was a little
creepy to live here, it was a constant control. All of this because my husband worked at
the rocket plant. I was bored, so I decided to get a night job at kindergarten. When my
daughter was born, I had to stay home again, so I decided to learn the local language.
My neighbor was Ukrainian, she and her family came here from the Ternopil region, she
knew Polish, and from her I learned to speak Ukrainian, but my children speak Russian.
My husband was an engineer at the factory, so we had no problems with money, we
decided to send our children to study in a Russian-language school, we were told that
Russian-language schools are better and the prospects are greater...»*!.

The only link of the PPR an Dnipropetrovsk region was the press. On the pages of
the newspaper «Zoria» (regional newspaper) and «Dnipro vechirnii» (Dnipropetrovsk
city newspaper) there was always a column «Planet. To lead News. Events.», some of
them were dedicated specifically to Poland. Inna Barvinok was the editor-in-chief of the
column «Letters to friends to Poland», she traveled to Poland several times. A definite

itwas more convenient, since basically everything was the village spoke Ukrainian, so reading
Ukrainian was much easier).

2 Tateps’to 3 ['yxxeBcrkoro O. M., 1942 p. H., 3anucade y micti Kam’stacpke 11 mumast 2018 p.
ApxiB aBropa.

2! Tureps’to 3 KBacueBchkoro A. 1., 1944 p. 1., 3anucane y micti Juinpo 24 mumas 2018 p. Apxis
aBTOpA.
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novelty in the activities of the Polish community of Dnipropetrovsk was trips to Poland,
on the basis of an agreement on cultural cooperation and networking with communities
and educational institutions*. During these visits, Poles from Dnipropetrovsk region
participated in trainings and meetings, visited and learned about their historic homeland.
About these and other events are always told on the pages of the Dnipropetrovsk press,
both urban and regional newspapers.

So, despite the constant prohibition total national and Sovietization policies, Polish
culture brought to the territory of Dnipropetrovsk region under the nomenklatura regime
could exist. Mass prohibition and total propaganda, the plantings of the Soviet way of
life did not prevent the Poles from developing themselves. However, the changes brought
about by the new Soviet system after the war undoubtedly influenced the way of life of
the local people, in particular the Poles. After the overthrow of the Soviet regime, the
Polish community began a gradual restoration of its activities in the region, and also
contributed to the discovery of other cells of Polish culture in the Dnipropetrovsk region.
Although today the majority of Polish residents consider themselves already indigenous
to the city, but they constantly emphasize their nationality — the Poles.
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KOuiss KmanoBcebka. Iobebka cNJIBHOTA y MOBCAK/AEHHUX MPAKTHKAX pa-
ASTHCBKMX MICT: cTparerii inTerpauii Ta 30epe:keHHsl ileHTUYHOCTI (Ha NpUKJIAa]
JninponerpoBchkoi o6aacti 1953-1985 pp.)

[Tosnbcebka cribHOTA Ha JIHIMPONIETPOBIIMHI Ma€e 6araToOBIKOBY ICTOPIO, POTE 1 J0-
CIIIJKEHY UM He HalfMEeHIIIe 3-TIOMIXK 1HIIKX perioHiB Ykpainu. [losskuy, sSKi nepecensmcs
Ha CXiJiHI TepeHHu YKpaiHu, — 1€ 3/1e0UTbIIOr0 BeIUKi 3eMeIbHI MarHaTH, MiIpUEMII,
IH)KCHEPHO-TEXHIUHI KaJpy Ta 3apobiTdyany, a micis pyroi cBiTOBOi BIHHH — MOJISKH,
SIK1 CTaJIM KepPTBaMH NIPUMYCOBUX TEpecelieHb, Ta Ti, IKi OTpUMaIi poOOTy 3a KOHTp-
aKTOM a00 K BCTYIHJIM Ha BIHCHKOBY CITYKOY.

[Ipormapok moabChKOi CUIBHOTH, 110 chopmyBaBcs ctaHoM Ha 1953 p., OyB Heo-
JTHOPIAHUH Ta 3a3HaB LIIKOBUTOI TpaHcopmarlii. [loTpamsttoun Sk 10 MICT, Tak i 10
cit JIHImpoTeTpOBIIHMHY, ITOJISTKY IBH/IKO ACHMLUTLOBYBAITHCS, JI€ 3a3HABaIN TOTAIbHOT
pycudikarii (y ceiax nepeBakHO yKpaiHi3oByBaymcs). PansHcbka Biiaaa 3poOuia Bee
MOXKITHBE, a0H 3aKPUTH MOIBCHKIi rpoMali JOCTYI JO OCHOBHOTO — KOCTEJIIB, SIKi OyIIH
3aunHeHl me 3 1948 p. Ta mepenaHi B KOPUCTYBaHHS MICBKHUX paj] 3aJis «KpPalloro
npu3HaYeHHs». JlyKe piJiko, Ta BCe K MOJISKaM BIaBAIOCs MPUIICITUTH CBOT 3BUYaAl UK
KYJIBTYpY TAMTEUTHIM KHUTEJISIM, 10 HEOJIMIHHO BIUTMBAJIO Ha IXHIO CAMOCBIIOMICTh Ta
3MIiHY CITOCOOY JKHTTSL.

Micrta, y SKHX TIPOXKHBAJIO HAMOLIbIIE TOSIKIB, CTABAIN 3POCIHIIICHUMH 1 HATO-
BHIOBAJIM MICBKUI MPOCTIp HOBONPUOYIMMHU POCISTHAMHU 337151 KePYBaHHs NapTiiHUM
armapaToM Ha MiCIIIX Ta 3a0e3nedueHHsT POPMYBAHHS «PaIsTHCBKOTO S1» y cBioMoOCTi
MicrieBoro HaceneHHsl. [1osku, siKi TyT MEIIKajy, — MEePIIUMH 3a3HAIH MTOJMITHKH i€l
CHCTEMH — YKOIHOI Ta3eTH, IIKOJIH, TypTKa UM TeneOaueHHs TT0IECHKOI0 MOBOIO HE OYII0
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(o BittHM y JIHIPOA3Ep)KUHCHKY (DYyHKITIOHYBAJIa OJIHCHKOMOBHA IIIKOJIA), IO i CTaJI0
MIEPIIO0 MTPUYMHOIO TIOCTYMOBOT ACHMIIALIT TIOBCHKOT CITITBHOTH.

[Tonsaku, sIKi MPOXKKUBAIIN Y celaX, — YKPaTHi30ByBaJIUCS Ta PUCTOCOBYBAIUCS J10
TAMTEIIHLOTO JKUTTS, OUTBIIICTh 3 HUX CTaBaja «CBOIMMY, 3TIIHO 31 CITOragaMH MeEIII-
KaHI[iB, pelITa — 32 MOXKIMBOCTI BUi3mM 10 [Tombmii abo x 110 MicTa.

Kurouosi cnosa: nonsiku, JIHinmporneTpoBebk, JHinpon3ep uHchk, Kam’sHCbKe,
MOBCSIKICHHS, JeMorpadivyHi 3MiHH, IEPENUC HACCICHHS, aCHMIJISIIIS.

Julia Kszanowska. Spolecznos¢ polska w zyciu codzinnym miast radzieckich:
strategie integracji i zachowania tozsamoSci (np. regionu dniepropietrowskiego
1953-1985)

Losy spotecznosci polskiej w regionie Dniepropietrowskim ma dtugg historie, ale
zostata dotad stabo zbadana w poréwnaniu z innymi regionami Ukrainy. Polacy, ktorzy
przeniesli si¢ na wschodnie tereny Ukrainy przed wiekiem XX-tym, to gtéwnie wiasci-
ciele ziemscy, przedsigbiorcy, inzynierowie i robotnicy, a po drugiej wojnie $wiatowej
byli to Polacy, ktorzy padli wezesniej ofiarg przymusowych wysiedlen, i ci, ktdrzy dostali
prac¢ najemna, lub wstapili do shuzby wojskowej w ZSRR.

Spolecznos¢ polska, ktora powstala w 1953 r., byta heterogeniczna i ulegta catko-
witej transformacji. Dojezdzajac do miast i wsi regionu Dniepropietrowskiego, Polacy
szybko zasymilowali si¢ i doswiadczyli catkowitej rusyfikacji (w wigkszosci wsi naste-
powat proces ukrainizacji). Wtadze radzieckie dotozyly wszelkich staran, aby zamkna¢
dostep spotecznosci polskiej do kosciotdow, ktdre zamknieto w 1948 r. 1 przekazano do
uzytku radom miejskim w celu «lepszego przeznaczenia». Nierzadko, mimo wszystko,
Polakom udato si¢ utrwalié, ocali¢ od zapomnienia, swoje zwyczaje, kulture, takze
wsrod lokalnych mieszkancow, co nieuchronnie wplyngto na ich samoswiadomos¢ i
zmiang stylu zycia.

Miasta, w ktorych zyli wigkszosci Polacy, zostaty zrusyfikowane. Przestrzen miej-
ska zapetiono nowo przybylymi Rosjanami, by kontrolowac aparat partyjny na prowincji
i zapewni¢ powstanie «sowieckiego Ja» w umystach miejscowej ludnosci. Polacy, ktorzy
tu mieszkali — jako pierwsi cierpieli z powodu tak realizowanej polityki — zadna gazeta,
szkota, sSrodowisko czy telewizja nie mogta by¢ polskojezyczna (szkota polskojezyczna
funkcjonowata przed wojng w Dnieprodzerzinsku). Byta to podstawowa przyczyna
stopniowej asymilacji spotecznosci polskiej w tym regionie.

Polacy mieszkajacy na wsi— byli ukrainizowani i zmuszani do dostosowania si¢ do
sowieckich zasad zycia lokalnego. Wickszos¢ z nich stata si¢ «ich» wedlug wspomnien
mieszkancow, reszta — jesli to mozliwe, wyjechata do Polski Iub do miasta.

Stowa kluczowe: Polacy, Dniepropietrowsk, Dnieprodzerzinsk, Kamianske, zycie
codzienne, zmiany demograficzne, spis ludnosci, asymilacja.



