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A free discussion of the problems associated with the development of communist 
ideology in the period after the Second World War in Eastern Europe for decades was 
impossible. In the countries of the former Soviet Union and satellite countries that were 
politically dependent on the USSR, these questions were written only positively, and there-
fore not objectively. Studies illustrating the processes in the Lviv region was impossible, 
since the records stored in archives on these issues were kept secret until the mid-1990s, 
and some to the present. Although, the scientist researching the Soviet period continues 
to struggle with a number of problems of archival aff airs: inconsistency, inaccuracy of 
information, loss of important pages, some cases continue to be classifi ed as «SECRET», 
as well as various procedural problems, only complicate access to archival materials. The 
selected group of «historians» from whom fundamental research was expected was limited 
only to those sources which dealt with the development of communist thought and that 
the communists took power in Eastern Europe in the manner desired by the government.

This state of aff airs meant that in the 90s of the twentieth century it was diffi  cult 
to fi nd publications that represented the real goals and style of the Communists. The 
situation in this regard changed only after the collapse of the USSR, when the archives 
of the former Soviet states and dependent federal states from Russia opened their depart-
ments and declassifi ed fi les. From the mid-90s of the last century, scientifi c publications 
include issues on the expansion of communism in the countries of Central and Eastern 
Europe or describe the mechanisms by which the Soviet republics were sovietized (in 
particular, the changes associated with 1922).

Such studies are published in many countries, especially those that had commu-
nist regimes, were directly related to the Soviet Union, or were part of the USSR. In 
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Ukrainian historiography, studies are worth mentioning Adamovskyi V.1, Badiak V.2, 
Badzo Y.3, Bazhan O.4, Bodnar H.5, ets. In Poland, also can be noted the creation of 
various studies on this topic. This is Wolsza T.6, Szumski J.7, Prokop J.8, Ciesielski S., 
Hryciuk G.9, Bielicki P.10. There are also numerous collective works in which experts 
from the post-war era published their research11.

Not long ago, another work on this topic was published in Poland, its author Damian 
Karol Markowski. A book entitled «Anatomy of Fear. Sovietization of the Lviv region 
1944–1953. Case Study of political and economic changes» («Anatomia Strachu. Sowi-
etyzacja obwodu lwowskiego 1944–1953. Studium zmian polityczno-gospodarczych»). 
This is supplemented and expanded version of the author’s PhD (doctoral) dissertation, 
which he defended on May 18, 2016 at the Institute of History, the University of Warsaw12. 
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This publication, of course, is innovative at its core, since there are few similar monographs 
in Polish historiography. Although in Ukraine there are several well-known studies on this 
topic, which have already been mentioned above. 

There are no big remarks in the sources of research. When writing the work, the 
author used archival documentation stored in the Central Archives of Modern Records 
in Warsaw, Archive of the Institute of National Remembrance, Archive of the Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs of the Republic of Poland, Archive of the Jewish Historical Institute, 
Central State Historical Archives of Ukraine in Lviv, State Archives of Lviv Oblast, State 
Archives of Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast and Sectoral State Archive of the Security Service 
of Ukraine. Although it seems strange why the author did not refer to the materials of 
the State Archives of Ternopil Oblast, the institution also has materials representing the 
situation that developed in the Lviv Oblast after 1944. Archival materials supplemented 
by sources from private collections. The source of the peer-reviewed work is also nu-
merous compact publications and articles, as well as memoirs, newspapers, dictionar-
ies, chronicles, guidebooks, several materials posted on Internet resources. It is also 
eye-catching that the author did not use the materials of the Central State Archives of 
Public Organizations of Ukraine and did not use interview materials, turning his attention 
only to the memoirs, most of which were published in Poland, and only a few of them 
in Ukraine. Again referring to the sources of the monograph, it is worth noting that the 
author used a number of publications not only in Polish, but also in Ukrainian, Russian, 
German and English. However, it would be nice to use the publications of William Jay 
Risch13 and Tarik Cyril Amar14, which is dedicated to the Soviet Lviv period of «Stalin-
ism». A defi nite fl aw in the work is the use of only four press headlines. The press was 
the main propaganda milestone of the so-called «new government», which cared about 
its huge editions (exceeding real needs), in order to create the impression of a universal 
unifi cation of the population around the ideals of communism15.

A time-frame indicated in the study cover the period from the summer of 1944, that 
is, from the re-occupation by the Soviet army of Lviv and its environs, to the spring in 
1953, that is, until the death of Stalin. These time-frame concern to quite important events 
in the history of the region or even the entire USSR. Since the starting date is 1944, does 
not raise any questions, the adoption of the death date of Joseph Stalin (1953) as a turning 
point in the process of Sovietization in Lviv should be interpreted very conditionally, 
and one can argue with how much this event aff ected the situation in the region. Let’s 
not forget that despite the struggle for power at the highest levels of authority in the 
USSR, until the 20th Congress of the CPSU, which was held on February 14-26, 1956, 
and the publication of the original secret document of Nikita Khrushchev entitled «On 
the Cult of Personality and Its Consequences» continued not only Sovietization, but also 
the Stalinization of everyday life in the region. The turning point in this process took 

13 Risch W. The Ukrainian West: Culture and the Fate of Empire in Soviet Lviv. Vol. 173. Cam-
bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2011. 360 pp.

14 Amar T. The Paradox of Ukrainian Lviv: A Borderland City between Stalinists, Nazis, and 
Nationalists. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2015. 356 pp.

15 The full press resources of the analyzed period can be found in the press department of the 
Scientifi c library of Lviv National Ivan Franko University
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place only in 1956. Therefore, the adoption of 1956 as the fi nal date of sovietization, 
has an advantage from the point of view of both Polish and Ukrainian historiography. 
It was from the end of 1955 that the Polish government sought to allow the citizens of 
Poland who remained after the Second World War in the USSR to return to their home-
land. This process began in 1955 and continued in 1956-1959. Therefore, the so-called 
II repatriation certainly infl uenced the situation in the Lviv region.

The study consists of 588 pages, of which the main text is 496 pages. The work 
contains an Introduction, twelve (and not as the author claims in the introduction, thirteen, 
see P. 24) paragraphs and Conclusions. The publication is structured in a problem-chron-
ological order, supplemented by 12 applications, a list of abbreviations, an index with 
initials and illustrations. The lack of a geographical index, which would certainly improve 
the «navigation» after publication in geographical terms, causes a certain imbalance. 

The fi rst and second paragraphs introduce the reader to the political situation in the 
region and the functioning of the Soviet apparatus of power both in 1939-1941 and in 
the summer of 1944, when the Soviet Army as a result of the off ensive takes control of 
Lviv and the entire region. Furthermore, in the fi rst chapter also discusses the period of 
German occupation with all its consequences for the population. Chapter II is expanded 
in relation to the previous one and contains the characteristics of party organizations and 
security agencies operating in this area.

In the third chapter, the author describes the struggle for the independence of the 
Polish Underground State with the Soviet regime. These analyzes begin with a descrip-
tion of Operation «Storm» (pl. «Burza») conducted by the military of the Home Army 
(pl. Armia Krajowa or AK). Were also characterized the activities of such organizations 
as NIE (pl. «Niepodległość» - Independence) and WiN (pl. «Wolność i Niezawisłość» 
- Freedom and Independence). In each case, the process of destruction of the structures 
of these organizations by the Soviet security agencies was presented.

The next chapter presents the process of deportation of the Polish population from 
the Lviv region. The author showed in it the procedures for the removal of the popula-
tion and the actions of the Soviet government aimed at forcing the Poles to leave. In 
addition, the Poles tried to carry out attempts at passive resistance. Therefore, the author 
puts emphasis in the section on the mechanisms that the Soviet government used to 
«convince» the unconvincing. 

Chapter V illustrates the next step when, after the eviction of the Poles, these 
regions were populated by Ukrainians and Russians. The Soviet government used the 
method of settling people brought from remote areas of the entire USSR. Some of the 
«new residents» of Lviv were Ukrainians displaced from Poland within new borders, 
which is also refl ected in the peer-reviewed publication.

The next chapter illustrates a slightly diff erent topic, namely the struggle of the 
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists and the Ukrainian Insurgent Army with the organs 
of Soviet power. In this part, the author acquaints the reader with the structure of the 
Ukrainian underground in Lviv region, demonstrates attempts  at unifi cation representa-
tives of Polish and Ukrainian anti-Soviet groups, and also gives methods for conducting 
combat operations of Ukrainians.

The seventh chapter presents the issue of deportation of the population by the Soviet 
government, which in the eyes of the security apparatus could pose a threat to the new 
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government. This chapter also contains information on the living conditions of specially 
displaced persons and the process of their further rehabilitation. 

Chapters eight and nine describe the struggle waged by the communist government 
against the Greek Catholic and Catholic churches, as well as other religious associations. 
The fi rst of these chapters shows the path to the liquidation of the Greek Catholic Church 
and the expansion of Orthodoxy, in the second a system of struggle with representatives 
of other faiths.

In the next chapter, the author analyzed the process of recovering losses in the fi eld 
of economy and infrastructure of the Lviv region. The author also raised the important 
issue of the beginning of economic reconstruction in the direction desired by the com-
munist system (for example, collectivization).

The penultimate eleventh chapter of the peer-reviewed monograph raises questions 
of the formation of a «new citizen» in the regions that make up the USSR. The author 
presents here the actions that the authorities are taking to change the mentality of the 
inhabitants - propaganda carried out through books and the press, ubiquitous agitation in 
the public space or even the condemnation of capitalism and everything connected with it.

The last chapter deals with the reality of everyday life - created and strictly control-
led by the Soviet government. It describes the situation with housing, issues of focusing 
on basic necessities, working conditions and wages, the quality of health care, crime 
and terror conducted by the Soviet government against «disobedient» people. There is 
also information about the everyday life of the Poles, after the resettlement actions in 
1944-1946.

Although the topics that are in the chapters are not in doubt and should be consid-
ered valuable for the entire study, however, it seems that the author can construct the 
structure in a slightly diff erent way (mainly from the point of view of the location of 
the topics discussed).

This would facilitate the perception of the whole and improve the process of com-
parison and synthesis. For example, Chapter 5. «Walka OUN i UPA z władzą sowiecką» 
could be entered immediately after the third chapter «Walka polskiego podziemia 
niepodległościowego z władzą sowiecką: AK – NIE – WiN». Thanks to the aforementioned 
procedure, the author would get an eff ect similar to that of the neighboring arrangement 
of chapters eight and nine, where author analyzed the struggle of the Soviet government 
with individual churches and faiths.

Also open is the question of justifying the separate existence of Chapter VII. The 
author wrote a lot about settlement and resettlement actions in the fi fth chapter, and 
the fi rst two subchapters were successfully placed there («Deportacja rodzin członków 
podziemia» and «Deportacja kułaków»). In turn, the last subchapter («Warunki osób 
deportowanych na specosiedleniu i proces ich rehabilitacji») going beyond the basic 
considerations of the author (takes only 3 pages) - without loss for the entire book its 
could be skipped. 

There are also certain doubts regarding the inclusion at the end of Chapter XII of 
the question of the Poles in Lviv region who remained in the USSR after the resettle-
ment operation in 1946. This problem would be much more appropriate to place in the 
fourth chapter («Wypędzenie ludności polskiej»).
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As mentioned in previous fragments of this review, the work is not without other 
shortcomings. The state of the press used is, of course, too small, especially in a situation 
where it was the main instrument of Sovietization and Russifi cation of the population, and 
even more the construction of the image of a «new (Soviet) person». Certain questions 
raise the chronological framework of the work. Although, this is most likely already a 
certain strain that has entrenched among researchers when a period is determined by a 
specifi c date or event. But if we take into account all the events in the aggregate, then 
this date did not aff ect the changes in the Union’s policy regarding the republics, espe-
cially the Lviv region.

All of the above disadvantages in no way reduce the overall substantive value of the 
research. The author did a titanic work, conducting extensive archival and library queries. 
The use of a large number of non-Polish bibliography only gives more objectivity for 
research. Therefore, although the work does not exhaust the topic, it makes it an impor-
tant scientifi c achievement in fi lling the «white spots» in the studies of Soviet history.

It is also worth adding that the book is written in an understandable language, ac-
cessible to a wide group of readers. As a result, it certainly deserves to read a monograph. 
However, in order to gain popularity among the general public, the research needs to 
be translated into Ukrainian.
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